THE DUKE'S PERSONALITY

human side of members of the Royal Family as if it
were the exceptional side; a habit of describing the
Royal Family as if its members were displaying great
condescension in not being condescending. It is our
way of showing respect. In this we are open to criticism;
for undoubtedly it is a way of make-believe. In this
respect, the attitude of the Northern English and of the
people of the Dominions and Colonies is more com-
plimentary by far. It is the honest-to-goodness, man-
to-man attitude which, however roughly it may some-
times be expressed, rests upon a more solid, because
less sentimental, regard.

The Duke of Windsor has always been better pleased
by that attitude than by any other. But he continually
meets people who are unaware of his preference, or, if
they are aware of it, are shy of approaching him on a
strictly human basis. Here is an instance. As Prince of
Wales he had no greater aversion than publicity on
private occasions. The majority of London theatre
managers knew it well and allowed him to visit their
theatres without calling attention to his presence. But
there were others. On one occasion the Prince, having
telephoned for seats at a theatre, arrived a few minutes
late that he might take his seat unobserved. He found
that the manager had delayed the curtain-rise until his
arrival, and as he entered the whole audience stood.
Soon after the play had begun, he left the theatre as a
protest. (But a few nights later he visited the play again
and afterwards congratulated the leading actor on his
performance.) Other similar instances are numerous
and instructive enough to make a small book of
cautionary tales. The tale of the railway superintendent
gives perhaps the best warning of all. He was an efficient
but nervous man, and had been invited to travel with
the Prince over the particular section of line which he
controlled. It was too much for him. Each time he
was addressed and before each of his replies, he stood
and stiffly bowed, at least as stiffly as the swaying train

p                                        225